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First evaluation of electric conductivity of

some Dramix products

1. Samples
a) (Bz5) (1-11-3)A ; 30/80 ; 60 kg/m3
b) (Bz2) (1-11-3)A ; 30/50 ; idem
c) (BO83B)
d) (Bz5) (1-10-4)B

no fibres
: 30/80 ; 80 kg/m3

Dimensions L = 150 (mm)
= 150 (mm)
H = 100 (mm)

Planes W x H

electrical contact required).

2. Test setup : see figure 1
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Note : — Lead electrodes are applied and are pressed under pressure
against the sample (avoid contact resistances).
- Contact is further improved by providing an intermediate
fibre mat.
— Check of contact resistance : see figure 2 : the resistance
is measured between the upper side of a lead electrode, the
underside of an accidental Dramix fibre touching the

sintered mat : Rg * 0.2 (Q)

Fig. 2. Scheme : cﬁeck of contact resistance

. Measuring results

To ascertain conductivity it was essential to apply a high voltage.

a) (BZ5), A, 30/80 ; 60 (kg/m3)

-.._._,__.-_..___...—--.-——_..._..__.__-.—.——__._..._

Voltage (V) Resistance (f1) Specific_resistance (ncm)
1 000 4 x 107 3 x 108
1 500 4 x 107 3 x 108

2 000 4,1 x 107 3 x 108



b) (Bz2), A, 30/50 ; 60 (kg/m3)

Voltage (V)

Resistance (R)

1 000
1 500
1 800

c) (BC83B)

Voltage

(neutral)

2 x 107
2 x 107
3 x 107

Resistance (N)

1 000
2 000
3 000

4 x 107
4 x 107
4 x 107

d) (BZ5), B, 30/80 ; 80 (kg/m3)

——— e

Voltage (V)

Resistance (Q1)

1 000
2 000
3 000

. Conclusion

Preliminary note :

4 x 107
5 x 107
5 x 107

Specific resistance (1cm)

1.5 x 108
1.5 x 108
2 x 108

Specific resistance (ficm)

3 x 108
3 x 108
3 x 108

Specific resistance (Rcm)

3 x lO8
3.5 x 108
3.5 x 108

regarding the number of fibres present per unit of

Sample BZ5, A is taken as Dramix reference sample.

We assume No is the number of fibres present

In general one obtains :



where : N = number of fibres present

Do = fibre diameter in reference sample (0.8 mm)
D = fibre diameter for sample considered
Co = fibre content in reference sample

C = content for sample considered.

Assuming that (for an identical fibre length) the number of contacts

between the fibres (= likelihood of continuous conductivity) is

proportional to the number of fibres present (N), then it may be assumed

that

a)

b)

the best conductivity (lowest resistance) must be found in sample

(Bz2), A, 30/50 ; 60 (kg/m3).

viz.

N = No x ( %% )2 = No x 2.6

that the sample with the highest concentration (BZ5), B, will not be

the best in terms of conductivity.

N = No x ( g%-) = No x 1.3

It has never been found that the microscopic conductivity in the
Dramix materials investigated is significantly better than in neutral

concrete,

Only sample (BZ2), A 30/50, which theoretically should offer the best
conductivity, is indeed slightly better than the neutral sample. (The
question, however, 1is whether this result is of any significance at

all).

The resistance values, however, are so high that one can not yet talk

about conductive concrete.



d) In practice the curve of the macroscopic conductivity of
inhomogeneous materials (insulating basic materials with conductive
filler) versus the volume of added filler is usually as follows :

figure 3.
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Fig. 3. Curve of conductivity versus volume content
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The critical content Cp,. is important, whereby suddenly a very strong
increase in conductivity occurs.

This coincides with the content at which the closed network is formed t
the filler.

It is quite unlikely that for the Dramix samples considered this
critical volume concentration has already been reached.

This means that the resistance values found are still very high.



e) There is little chance that for all conventional Dramix products

£)

(conventional fibre geometry and contents), thils critical wvolume

content can be reached (compatibility of processing characteristics).

The used measuring method is probably not optimal for determining an
absolute resistance value.

In the first place, the matter at stake was to determine the order of
magnitude. As soon as certain Dramix-1like products offer a
conductivity which is many orders of magnitude greater, more

attention can be paid to the measuring method.



Notes : additional tests

A few additional tests were performed

1) To obtain certainty as to the used measuring method value of

resistance contact between sample and measuring electrodes.
Therefore measurements were conducted on

a Marconite sample

a Dramix sample, whereby, within the existing types — that type was
selected which theoretically would give the largest number of
contacts between the fibres (types 40/40 ; 1 %)

2) To obtain an idea of the value of the shielding capacity in case of ve:
high frequencies (radar : 10 GHz).

1) Conductivity tests

a) Dramix : (40/40) ; 1 %Z : see figure 4.

Fig. 4. Scheme :
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b)

Sample preparation :

Concrete is removed from the Dramix fibres at 2 sides of the block
(over 1 to 2 cm). Liquid lead is poured at these sides of the block

to provoke good electric contact (see figure).

Result : = 3.5 x 108 (qcm)

Marconite-sample (type unknown)

With this sample no special precautions have been taken to make
contacts between the electrodes and the block : even no additional
pressure on the electrodes.

Result : =75 (Qcm)

Conclusion :

- It is certainly not possible 1O
attribute very high electric resistance values of the Dramix block
to the measuring method : see Marconite sample.

= The used Dramix type is not suitable as a conductive concrete. The
resistance Is many orders of magnitude too great. The critical
concentration at which a close threedimensional network is formed
has not been reached. No significant increase in conductivity is
reached versus a neutral block.

- The order of magnitude of the measured resistance on a Marconite
sample is in line with the values indicated in the Marconi

documentation.



2. Shielding tests at radar frequency (10 GHz)

The following shielding efficiency values have been recorded for 3

concrete types.

Type

Shielding coefficient (dB),
at 10 GHz

Marconite ; thickness 2 cm

Neutral concrete ; (BO 83 B)
thickness : 10 cm

Dramix block (40/40 ; 1 %)

thickness : 5 cm

16 ; 16 ; 16
3 : 3.1 5 3.2
2.9 3 3.9

Comments :

a) The shielding value for the Marconite sample is in line with the

order of magnitude to be expected and significantly higher than for

the two other samples.

b) The (low) shielding (+ 3 dB) by the neutral concrete and Dramix block

{s to be attributed to the difference in dielectric properties

between air and concrete.

Because of the very low conductivity, this value will practically not

be influenced by the concrete thickness.

The sole way to obtain higher values is to increase the macroscopic

conductivity.




